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NORTHERN SPIRIT 


John Perosh* 
Robert Enes 
Matthew Langdon 
matthew Bingley 
Mark Rudan 

Luke Casserly 
Robbie Slater (cpt) 
Tony Perinich 
David Seal 


Tony Casserly 
Simon Catanzaro 
Phil Moss 

Shane Lyons 

Tony Faria 

Dean Culina 

Paul Bilokapic 
Paul Wearne 
Graham Arnold (coach) 
Jess Van Stratten* 
Michael Cunico 
Paul Henderson* 
Adam Snyder 
Elvis Olic 

Ryan Griffiths 
Jack Sobezyk 
Adam Griffiths 
Abbas Saad 

lan Crook 


Sean Cranney 


ADELAIDE FOR 
Vilson Knezevic* 


1 

2 

3 Ivan Zelic 

4 Milan Ivanovic 
5 Alex Tobin 

6 Carlo Talladira 
7 Damian Mori 

8 Carl Veart 

9 Nick Sabljak 
10 Aurelio Vidmar 
11 Igor Rodrigues 
12 Nathan Day 

13 John Fusco 


14 Michael Cartwright 


15 Louis Brain 

16 Matthew Kemp 
17 Angelo Costanzo 
18 Bradley Hassell 
19 Claudio Pelosi 


20 Anthony Breaden* 


21 Dong Ki Kim 

22 Shane Thompson 
23 Johnathon Lihou* 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
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INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR 
TOMORROW'S MARKET 


EAGLE WIRELESS PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Digital answering machines, 
CLI units, DVD players 
and Mobile 
phones. 


REGISTERED OFFICE: 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
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Ph: 02 9460 2187 
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Email: 
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www.northernspirit.com.au 
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“The SPIRIT of the game” 


contact@northernspirit.com.au 


welcome 


GRAHAM 
ARNOLD 
COLUMN 


Tonight we host Adelaide City and despite their 
position on the table | have been drumming into 
the Northern Spirit players all week the need to 
treat them with more respect than usual. 

We only have to look back to our own situation several weeks ago when 
Northern Spirit was sitting at the bottom of the ladder, despite pre-season 
hopes of making the top six. 

Adelaide is a great side and they have too many good players to stay near 
the bottom of the NSL ladder for too long. 

Aurelio Vidmar, Alex Tobin, Damian Mori and Carl Veart have all played for 
Australian on countless occasions and it is only a matter of time before they 
get back on track. 

Two weeks ago when we played Marconi we were staring down the barrel but 
Marconi gave us a sniff and we took it. 

Tonight we have to make sure that we put Adelaide City under pressure from 
the opening whistle and continue with the same commitment and heart that 
has given us two wins in as many matches against Marconi and Melbourne 
Knights. 

The passion is back and the hunger needed to make the top six and be 
competitive has returned after a terrible start to the NSL. 

| was very critical of the players for the way we played at times earlier in the 
season and it is only fair that | praise the way they have fought back over the 
past two weeks. 

The commitment has been 100 percent and has been the main reason why 
we have turned the corner. 

In all honesty the football has not been pretty, although we did improve 
against the Knights but battles are never pretty and that is the way we have 
been playing since falling to the bottom of the NSL. 

It is this battle strategy that has seen us pick up and there will be no changes 
to our style of play and commitment now that we have returned to the 
winner’s circle. 

Quality football will come and a rush of goals is not far away but for now we 
are more interested in results and clawing our way back into contention for a 
top six place. 

That’s not to say that we are going out there to play defensively. As has 
always been my philosophy attack is the number one importance and will see 
guys like Troy Cranney, Phil Moss and Adam Griffiths advancing forward at 
every opportunity. 

A special congratulation this week for Tony Perinich who scored his first goal 
for the club last weekend against the Knights after a terrible run with injury. 
He has worked his way back into the first grade squad and is starting to 
show some of the predatory skills he displayed with his former club. 


Friday December 17th, 1999 3 


captains call 


christmas message 


il 


with Remo Nogarotto 


Here we are again, Christmas time once more 
and our second one in the National Soccer 
League. The difference between now and last 
year is obvious. Whereas we were starting to 
hit our straps and the supporters were coming 
in ever increasing numbers, this season has 
seen us struggle for points. 


Our last two matches have resulted in clean 
sheet victories, we'll be hoping for a hat-trick 
tonight, and a steady climb up the ladder of 
the ladder. There is still a long way to go of 
course, but we have hopefully turned the 
corner and can now make a strong bid for a 
Top Six placing come the end of the season. 


There has been some media speculation 
recently over the possibility of Northern Spirit 
merging with another NSL club. Whilst this 
may seem like a good idea to some, | can tell 
you here and now that it does not form part of 
the Board’s plans. Whilst no-one really knows 
what the future will hold, we at Northern Spirit 
are proud of what has been built here and 
know that you the supporters feel the same 


way. | am pleased to say that we intend to 
stand alone. 


It now looks as though there will be a 
maximum number of twelve teams in the 
2000/2001 NSL season and we are doing 
everything possible to ensure that the 
Northern Spirit will be able to meet the criteria 
for a revamped league. With Perth Glory 
doing it in the west and ourselves in the east, 
the way forward is clear to all involved with 
the game. 


| would like to wish each and every Spirit fan a 
happy, healthy and prosperous Christmas and 
New Year, and | look forward to seeing, and 
hearing, you all at our home games and when 
we travel away. 


Thank you for your continued support. 


Remo Nogarotto 


Chairman 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


with Robbie Slater 


hat a magnificent win over the 

Melbourne Knights last Sunday to 
record our third win in four outings and, more 
importantly, keeping our second successive 
clean sheet against opposition above us in 
the table. 


The Knights were on a mini roll and it’s never 
an easy game down at their place, especially 
with the gusting wind that prevailed 
throughout the match. 


It wasn’t a pretty game to watch perhaps, but 
it was a gritty and determined performance 
that brought the points home and will be a 
morale booster for the side. 


It was also a win that will hopefully have the 
supporters thinking that our early season 
form was just a hiccup in the season and that 
they really ought to be coming back to watch 
us play at Spirit Park. We’ve not provided 
the best results in the early rounds for you, 
but things are starting to look up at long last. 


Slater on the attack. 


If we can take the three points tonight against 
bottom placed Adelaide Force, it will be 
another giant step towards climbing the table, 
but it must be remembered that they do have 
too many quality players in their side to be 
occupying the position they currently find 
themselves in. We should know because we 
were there just a couple of short weeks ago 
so we know how they are feeling right now. 


With regards to my injury, we are still 
awaiting the report from the surgeon but I'm 
hopeful of being out there on the pitch 
tonight. 


Lastly, with this being our last home game 
before Christmas, | would just like to wish all 
of our supporters a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year and | look forward 
to seeing you all back at Spirit Park on the 
2nd January when we tackle the Brisbane 
Strikers for the first of two matches against 
them here this season. 
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sounds kewell to me 


did you know? 


with Harry Kewell 


delaide Force are the opponents tonight 
A: Aurelio Vidmar is back at home, 
lining up against his old mates Graham 
Arnold and Robbie Slater in what could be a 
very interesting match. 


| know Arnie is back on the field, where he 
should be, playing sweeper so there is little 
doubt they will come up against one another. 


Look out for a good duel, but knowing how 
competitive they both are | doubt there will 
be any laughs until after the game. 


| just hope Arnie is the one laughing last with 
another three points safely in the bank for 
Northern Spirit. 


was happy to hear the news filter through 
the mighty Northern Spirit had beaten 
Marconi 1-0 in the local derby two weeks ago 
at North Sydney Oval. 


As | said in the last edition derby matches 
are special and to win at home in a derby is 
even better. 


It also helped Northern Spirit get themselves 
into gear and back towards the top of the 
ladder, where they should be! 


| would like to take this opportunity to offer 
my congratulations to the Australian Joeys, 
who performed with distinction at the U17 
World Cup. 


io make the final of a FIFA World Cup 
Te is a great achievement and | hear 
the boys did a lap of honour of North Sydney 
Oval before the last home game. 


Two of the young guys in the Australian team, 
Bradley Groves and Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, 
are actually playing in the Leeds United Youth 
set up. 


Hopefully they can continue to improve and 
make the top grade in the not too distant 
future. 


W:: talking about the Green and Gold, 
there were few surprises this week 


when the draw for the 2002 World Cup was 
held last week. 


If we manage to get over the top of the 
Oceania nations, with New Zealand the 
obvious concern, we have to take on the fifth 
best South American team. 


As daunting as it sounds | don’t think it will 
be as demanding as our last campaign when 
we had no idea where we were going and in 
the end had to travel to Iran. 


While we knew what was coming, it has 
certainly caused a stir over here with the 
English drawn in the same group as 
Germany. 


| actually think our path is easier than 
England and Germany, so this time around 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


Soren Lerby, of Bayern Munich and a Danish 
international, played for both club and 
country on the same day - 13th November 
1985... 


For ‘Chippy’, Norwich City entered the 1904 
FA Cup and progressed through four 
qualifying rounds to reach the 3rd proper, 
only to withdraw to play in the Amateur 
Cup... 


Dennis Allen, the former Charlton Athletic 
player, was involved in internationals for both 
Malaysia (v Mexico) and Peru while on 
National Service with the army... 


Berti Vogts came out with a classic prior to 
the eventual Euro 96 success with Germany 
when he declared: “I can’t do anything right. 
If | were to walk on water the fans would say 
it is because | can’t swim”... 


Goal nets were invented by a certain Mr. 
Brodie of Liverpool in 1891 and were first 
used in the match between the North and 
South that year.... 


If you need some good names in scrabble, 
here’s a few that will score points and the 
clubs who had them on their books: Dariusz 
Dariuszdowezyk (Reading), Mark 
Dziadulewicz (Wimbledon), Rick 
Kwiatskowski (Peterborough), Steve 
Wojciechowicz (Blackpool) and Dick 
Kryzwicki (West Brom)... 


While on names, Daniel Xuereb of France 
completed the A-Z of player names involved 
in the World Cup when he came on against 
the former West Germany in 1986.... 


Pedro Gatica cycled from Buenos Aires to 
watch Argentina in the 1986 World Cup Finals 
but couldn’t afford any tickets when he 
arrived. When negotiating with ground staff 
to get into the first match, someone nicked 


‘If we’d bought all the players we've been 
linked to this past couple of weeks, we’d 


need an extra dressing room,’ so spoke Joe 
Royal when at Everton, or was it ‘Arnie’ this 
week... 


Upon hearing the ridiculous FIFA proposal to 
widen goals, Barcelona ‘keeper Julen 
Lopetegui remarked: “I suppose the next rule 
will ask keepers to play with one hand up our 
backside,” while the French U21 trainer said: 
“Why not just put dwarfs in goal,” when the 
proposed rule change was related to him. 
Strange but true.... 


The highest official record attendance is the 
199,854 for the 1950 World Cup Final 
between Brazil and Uruguay at the Maracana 
Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, but at the other 
end of the table is perhaps West Ham United 
when they were forced to play their Cup 
Winners’ Cup match with Castilla (Spain) 
behind closed doors after crowd trouble. 
Even so, the official attendance was given at 
262! For the record, West Ham went on to 
demolish the visitors 5-1 on the night, two 
goals coming in extra time. 


With Christmas almost upon us, how 
about this cheery seasonal ditty tonight 


(To the tune of ‘Walking In A Winter 
Wonderland’) 


There's only one Northern Spirit, 
One Northern Spirit, 

Walking along, 

Singing this song, 

Walking in a Spirit Wonderland. 


(Repeat) 


Until the next century and our home game 
on the 2nd of January, here’s wishing all our 
supporters a fantastic Christmas, a wonderful 
New Year and a healthy, happy and 
prosperous time to all. 
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Last Season 
The Premier League 
Enjoyed a Weekly Television 


Lan 
IVE CET 
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The Quality of the Football 
Mitre|> 


Australian Distributors: Mitre Sports Pty. Ltd. 
Telephone: (02) 4577 1670 Fax: (02) 4587 8304 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


fans eye view 


by Tancred Fergus 


Tonight should prove to be a very interesting 
game at Spirit Park. Northern Spirit are coming 
off back to back wins against Marconi and the 
Melbourne Knights and a win tonight could see 
us almost into the top six. A win tonight would 
also mean Spirit have won out last three home 
games and | would hope that all our fans who 
have not been attending games this season will 
realise what exciting football they have been 
missing and get behind the boys tonight. 


Last week 12 fans made the long journey to 
Melbourne to watch Spirit play the Knights. 
Travelling around the country to watch the team 
play often reminds us how lucky we are to have 
a excellent home ground in Spirit park. While 
there can be no doubt the cricket pitch in the 
middle of the ground is not perfect, when you 
see the muddy pitches pocketed with holes 
some clubs play on you really appreciate the 
work put into our ground and the attractive 
football it encourages. 


A special mention must also go out to Chippy 
and Manny Zammit. After the Knights game the 
travelling fans were trying to locate taxis for a 
quick dash to the airport to make the last flight. 
After seeing our problems they quickly offered us 
the spare seats on the players’ coach. This 
gesture was much appreciated by all. 


In the coming months there is going to be a lot 
of talk about improving the National league for 
the 2000-2001 season. This sort of major reform 
is long over due and | really hope Soccer 
Australia will not just focus on which clubs 
deserve to be in the competition or not. One 
improvement | feel that must be made is 
allowing teams to have five players on the 
bench. Allowing a bench of five (and using up to 
three) would not only give coaches greater 
tactical flexibility in their selection of substitutions 
but clubs could also start having a goalkeeper 
on the bench. If a teams first choice keeper is 
injured during the game, with the present setup 
no club has a replacement keeper on the bench. 


Arguments that some clubs won't be able to 
afford the extra cost (airline tickets, hotel rooms 
etc.) are nothing but rubbish. They don’t have to 
have five players on the bench and if they can’t 


afford to, perhaps they should not be in the 
Australia top flight anyway. 


Finally, don’t forget we are organising coach 
travel for the away game in Canberra on 
December 28. You can call John on 0412 178 
666 to book and find out al the details. 


We would love to hear what you think. You can 
contact us at: 

C/- Micky Brock 

Northern Spirit FC 

13-15 Ridge Street 

North Sydney 

NSW 2060 


IF YOU ALL LOVE SPIRIT 
CLAP YOUR HANDS... 


. » .and contact Northern Spirit Supporters 
Club to join with matchday entertainment or to 
find out about travel arrangements for state and 
interstate away games (infoline 8250 4004), 


The supporters club also organises open-days 
and other Northern Spirit Events for fans. 


Phone Julian Floyd on 0411 028 765 or visit the 
supporters club website: www.spirit.life.nu 


Your supporters committee is: 

Tancred Fergus: tfergus@mail.usyd.edu.au 
Tel: 0412 231 777 

John McCormack: 
John.McCormack@cwo.com.au 

Tel: 0412 178 666 

Julian Floyd: julianfloyd@yahoo.com 

Tel: 0411 028 765 

TC: tc@zip.com.au 

Tel: 0407 407 875 

Rebecca Carey: bec@ihug.com.au 

Tel: 0411 599 724 

Antony Bross: the_magic_llama@yahoo.com 
Tel: 0419 699 686 

Chris Wawwright: snailtrail@optusnet.com.au 


For travel arrangements to upcoming events 
please contact Julian Floyd for details or look at 
www.spirit.life.nu 


Friday December 17th, 1999 


10 


a spirited 
Season 


ON SALE TONIGHT 


and priced at just $10 per 
copy, it makes the perfect 
Christmas gift for the footie 
fan you love....or you can also 
buy it for someone else! 


A Spirited Season covers 

everything that happened during the 1998/99 
Season and is the ‘official’ history of the inaugural 
campaign. 


Many previously unpublished photos, interviews, 
statistics and all the match reports from a 
successful first season and all in 80 A4 pages of 
GLORIOUS COLOUR. 


Check out the merchandise van (or see Micky 
Brock on the concourse at Spirit Point) for your 
copy but be quick, they're selling fast, very fast 
indeed. 


FROM 


4950 


PER PERSON 


Looking for a cool 
Summer break? 


Cool Summer break packages 
include overnight stay and breakfast 


at various Mercure Hotels 
throughout Australia. 
BRISBANE from $49.50 
PERTH from $58.00 
SYDNEY (City & Suburbs) from $60.00" 
BLUE MOUNTAINS from $67.50 


GOLD CO 


from $74.50 
MELBOURNE from $75.00 
BOWRAL from $80.00 


ADELAIDE HILLS from $99.50 
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 
1 300 65 65 65 


or your AFTA or licensed travel agent 


Conditions apply 
"Some Sydney City hotels are subject to 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


with Dave Mason 


Wasn’t it great to see Tony Perinich find the 
back of the net last weekend against 
Melbourne Knights! 


Pero, or Mate as the Spirit players know him, 
was Johnny on the Spot in the dying minutes 
to head home the winner after coming on as a 
second half substitute for Abbas Saad. 


He has had a wretched time with injury since 
joining Northern Spirit 18 months ago and he 
certainly enjoyed his first goal for the club. 


Before coming to Northern Spirit he had a real 
reputation as a goal poacher and the strike 
against Melbourne Knights, while not exactly 
breathtaking was typical Perinich inside the 
six-yard box. 


Let’s hope there’s plenty more to come! 
Eee 


Jess Van Stratten is back training with 
Northern Spirit after his tremendous deeds for 
the Australian U17 Joeys at the World Cup in 
New Zealand. 


As was the case before he left for the tour, 
Jess’s attitude has been spot on and he has 
not shirked any of his responsibilities as one 
of the Northern Spirit apprentices. 


It was great to see a special roar from the 
Northern Spirit crowd, 


especially from the boys in Spirit Point, when 
he led the Australian team around North 
Sydney Oval the last time Northern Spirit were 
at home. 


While speaking on Jess Van Stratten, haven't 
we got some great goalkeepers at Northern 
Spirit at the moment. 


Jess has received plenty of adulation for his 
performances in the green and gold but John 
Perosh (JP) has been playing out of his skin 
between the Northern Spirit sticks. 


Since coming into the first grade side he has 
won the Man of the Match award twice at 


North Sydney Oval in just three appearances 
and he has stamped himself as the number 
one ‘keeper in the club. 


Then there is Paul Henderson, who is certainly 
doing nothing wrong in the Youth league side. 


It's funny how football works. Last year Hendo 
got a chance and took it, relegating JP toa 
support role all season. This year the roles 
were reversed when Hendo was sick and JP 
has taken his chance. 


One thing is for sure - we have no problems at 
the back of the defence. 


Last weeks’ victory was special for another 
reason. 


Believe it or not it was the first time Northern 
Spirit had won without Robbie Slater on the 
field since we defeated Canberra Cosmos 1-0 
in Canberra on December 14, LAST YEAR. 


In between were losses to Sydney Olympic, 

Wollongong Wolves, Marconi and Gippsland 
this season and defeats against Marconi and 
South Melbourne last year. 


And you reckon he hasn't been letting 
everyone know! 


Shane Lyons made a very successful debut 
for Northern Spirit last Sunday against 
Melbourne Knights in another positive sign for 
the future of the club. 


“Cliffy”, as he is known for obvious reasons, 
was brought onto the bench when Robbie 
Slater was ruled out with a recurrence of his 
foot injury and he stepped up in fine style. 


He played the last 15 minutes and adapted 
himself well to the faster pace of 


the NSL after some good performances in the 
youth league side. 


He should have had a dream debut when he 
found the back of the net only to be denied by 
the referee who spotted a foul. 
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INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR 
TOMORROW'S MARKE) 


EAGLE WIRELESS PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Digital answering machines, 
CLI units, DVD players 
and Mobile 
phones. 


EAGLE 


WIRELESS 


Available from all major retailers or call 


Eagle Wireless on 02 9758 0300 for your nearest stockist. 


eS 
i) 
ROYAL DOULTON 


PROUD SUPPORTERS == 


Royal Doulton offers 
a range of china and crystal to suit 
all lifestyles and gift giving occasions. 


For details of your nearest stockist 
call (02) 9499 1900 


Royal Doulton Australia Pty Limited ACN 000 078 562 
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MAINTAIN THE 
LIFESTYLE YOU ENJOY 


GUARANTEED 
BUSINESS OVER AND 
ABOVE YOUR NORMAL 
TRADING 


20,000 BUSINESSES IN 
AUSTRALIA CAN’T BE 
WRONG 


IT’S ALL DONE WITH 
CREDEX 


FOR INQUIRIES PHONE FREE 
CALL 
1800-000-704 
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CREDEX 
EAGLE WIRELESS 
ANSETT 
AON-RE 
ALITALIA- KLM 
BILL BUCKLE MOTORS 
BROOKVALE MOTORS 
CIVIC VIDEO 
CSR 
DOMENIC SERVICE CENTRE 
FOWLER CONCRETE 
GATORADE 
GOODYEAR 
HAHN PREMIUM 
HANDIBUILD 
HOMELUX 
HOMEWORLD 
INSURANCE COUNCIL OF AUST. 


iSPORT 
ITRAC RESOURCES PTY LTD 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
KAPPA AUSTRALIA 


LEASE UNDERWRITING 


thanks to our sponsors 


“MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM OUR SPONSORS” 


MAJOR SPONSORS 


McMAHONS NATIONAL LAWYERS 
McNALLY PTY LTD 
MERCURE HOTEL 
MITRE 
MIX 106.5 FM 
MULTIPLEX 
NASH, O’NEILL, TOMKO LAWYERS 
9INETY6IX.1 FM 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
NORTH SHORE FURN-A-HOME 
ORACAL 
PEPSI 
RICHARDSONS 
ROYAL DOULTON 
ST GEORGE BANK 
SCUDERIA VELOCE VOLVO 
SMITH & NEPHEW 
SNAP EXPRESS COURIERS 
STRATHAYRE 
TECHNICAL ASSESSING 
THE CHRISTIE AGENCY 
TOOHEYS 
WESTFIELD FOUNDATION 
ZERO-ONE-ZERO 
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whistle blower 


CHRISTMAS EDITION 


With this being our final home match 
before Christmas, we thought it was about 
time we had a few laughs and a look at the 
bizarre, the ludicrous but always the lighter 
side of referees from around the world. 
What would we do without them (who said 
they would like to find out?). 


The referee for the 1878 FA Cup Final 
between The Wanderers 3 (Kenrick 2, 
Kinnaird) and Royal Engineers 1 (Unknown 
scorer), was a gentleman by the name of 
Mr. Segar R Bastard... 


In a recent midweek match against the 
Central Coast Coasties, David Seal netted 
a simple header but the referee awarded a 
goal-kick? The reason, the ball slipped 
through a hole in the back of the net and 
the ballboy behind the goal threw it back 
to the ‘keeper. When the error was pointed 
out by the players he consulted his 
assistant who confirmed it was a goal, but 
as he had already made his decision, the 
goal-kick stood and ‘the goal’ remained 
un-scored.... 


Strangely enough, in September 1970 Alan 
Hudson helped Chelsea to a 2-1 win over 
Ipswich. The problem was, TV replays 
later confirmed the ball went into the side 
netting but the result had to stand.... 


Two tea ladies at Ashford Town won a 
matchday programme competition when 
correctly guessing as to why referee Barry 
Knight had to leave the field of play ina 
Beazer Homes League match in England. 
He rushed off the pitch after his jock strap 
had broken, but it was only afterwards that 
the two ladies revealed that they had seen 


a naked referee in the corridor. 


Marco Bochetti, playing for Italian non- 
league side Anzola, was shown the yellow 
card in 1996 before he got on to the field 
of play. After being told to warm up by the 
coach before going on as a substitute, 
Bochetti decided to relieve himself behind 
the dug-out, prompting the referee to book 
him for ‘ungentlemanly conduct’... 


John Ritchie (Stoke) 1972 and Bobby 
Houston (Kilmarnock) 1979 were both sent- 
off in their matches after coming on as a 
substitute without touching the ball 
although this record was beaten recently in 
an English match. In that particular game, 
a free-kick had been awarded and the 
player came on before play resumed. 
However, he immediately got himself 
involved in a confrontation and ordered 
from the field. As the free-kick had still 

not been taken at this time, and although 
he had been on the pitch for some 50- 
seconds or so, technically he was sent-off 
before taking part in the game as the 
match clock still registered zero since he 
came on... 


A truly strange case of ‘too little, too late’ 
occurred in Italy in 1995. Luigi Coluccio 
was sent-off in another non-league match 
but his club were told that the decision 
would have to stand because of their ‘Fair 
Play Awards’ points system at the end of 
the season. Luigi had died nine days 
earlier in a mafia related incident... 


And lastly, a Scottish referee on the World 
Cup Panel of 1958 was one Mr. Edward 
Charles Faultless! 
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membership 


Club H. 


Hurry and join the Northern Spirits newest 
membership club, ‘Club H’. Tailored exclusively for 
supporters under the age of 17 yrs. It features the 
two biggest ‘H’s in Australian Soccer - Harry 
Kewell and Paul Henderson. It’s free to Season 
Pass holders. It offers great value for just $25. 


You get: 

® Personalised Membership Card 

* Chances to be a Mascot at one of 16 home 
games. 

* Admission to Post Match Function at home 
games with the players. 

® Invitation to special “Members Only Day”. 


EEE ‘Club Spirit’ 


106-5 Fn 


is the Club for adult members. It’s free to 
Season Pass holders. Otherwise it’s great 
value for just $45. 


Member benefits include: 


® Personalised Membership Card. 

* Admission to Post Match Function at home 
games with the players. 

® Invitation to special “Members Only Day” 

© Kappa/Northern Spirit Cap 

© Northern Spirit Fridge Magnet listing all 


This season we have two membership club - Mix 106.5FM Club Spirit for 
adults and Qinety6ix.1 Club H for supporters under the age of 17. Joining 
the Club is the best way to support Northern Spirit. 

Prices are just $45 for Mix 106.5FM CLub Spirit or $25 for 9inety6ix.1 


Season passes offer great savings compared to buying a ticket on 
a match by match basis and include club membership. So you still 
save money even after the seaon has started. 

If you need a form ring the office on 94602187 and ask for me or email me 

on brockie@northern spirit.com.au Mickey Brock. 


© Kappa/Northern Spirit Water Bottle. 

© 10% Discount on all Northern Spirit Camps 
and Academies. 

® Northern Spirit Fridge Magnet Listing all 
home fixtures. 

* Northern Spirit Bumper Sticker. 

® Opportunity to purchase exclusive Northern 


Spirit Member’s Merchandise. 

© Regular correspondence from the club 

* Priority booking at our end of season 
“Presentation Night” 

* 10% Discount on Mail-order Merchandise 

® PLUS the Club is negotiating for big savings 
for members at entertainment venues and 
retail stores. Details soon! 


home fixtures. 

® Northern Spirit Bumper Sticker. 

* Opportunity to purchase exclusive Northern 
Spirit Member's Merchandise 

© Regular correspondence from the club 

* 10% Discount on mail-order Merchandise. 

* Priority booking at our end of season 
“Presentation Night” 

© PLUS the Club is negotiating for big savings 
for members at entertainment venues and 
retail stores. Details soon! 
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merchandise 


LAST CHANCE FOR CHRISTMAS 


NORTHERN Spirit members receive a 10% 
discount on all items upon presentation of 
their membership card along with one other 
form of ID. 

Items available range from Authentic 


northern Spirit Home and Away jerseys, 
Shorts, Socks, Tracksuits, Training Jerseys, 
Bags, Polo & T-Shirts. 

Others in the range include: Beanies, Caps, 
Scarves, Flags, Key Rings and Lapel Badges. 


SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION XMAS OFFER! 
Don't miss out on this very special offer. 


Harry Kewell - Spirit's number One 
Supporter - has offered us a restricted 
number of his limited edition individually 
signed and numbered Harry Kewell colour 
prints. 


A limited release of only 2000, each print 
comes with a letter of authenticity. Usually 
retailing at $99 each, they are available for 
just $25 each print ($22 for members) and 
make a great Christmas gift idea. 


iSport 


Visit Australia's leading Soccer Website 


>» World Soccer News Feed 
> NSL Results, Match Previews & Stats 
>» Soccer Australia Updates 


www.isport.com.au 
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results & fixtures 


ROUND ELEVEN RESULTS 


Adelaide Fores 1 Ce 7 v Se ee 2 {retro iB Chipperet a DATE ROUND | HOME AWAY RESULT _| SCORER ATTEND 
anberra Cosmos 1 (Arranz Vv ydney Olympic 3 (mendez 34, Cardozo 43p, Baillie M ie 
Parramatta Power 0 v__ Newcastle Breakers 1 (Buonavoglia 62) SCENE Seal Slater | 9,023 
Carlton 3 (Moriera 9, Markovksi 36,43) v___ Sydney United 7 (Younis 90) Sunday October 10th 0-2 6,917 
Marconi Stallions 0 Vv Football Kingz 3 (Mennilio 37, de Jong 64, Van Steeden 86) Friday October 15th 0 42.733 
Brisbane Strikers 0 3 v Gippsland Falcons 1 (MacNicol 25) z 
Perth Glory 3 (Edwards 18, Despotovski 25p, Boutsianis 52) v___ South Melbourne 1 (Anastasiadis 57) Saturday October 23rd 2 Bingley,Saab 4,009 
Melbourne Knights 0 7 v Northern Spirit 1 (Perinich 83) Friday October 29th 0-1 16,134 
ROUND ELEVEN TABLE ? Sunday November 7th 5,679 
Pp w D L F A Pts Avg Att Saturday November 13th 9,123 
Syd Olympic 11 ie 2 2 19 9 23 5551 Friday November 19th Bingley, Saab,Slater 8,933 
Carlton 1 6 3 2 24 12 21 3017 : Saturday November 27th 
Perth Glory 1 6 3 2 24 13 21 13148 2,172 
Brisbane Str 1 6 3 2 18 70 21-4302 Friday December 3rd Moss 9,089 
Welongons i 8 g £ 20 id ¥ fen Sunday December 12th Melbourne Knights | 1- Perinich 3,820 
Newcastle Brks 11 4 4 3 15 15 16 5147 DATE ROUND | HOME AWAY KICK-OFF] VENUE 
Footbal age is 4 3 4 18 20 ? et Friday December 17th Adelaide Force 
Gippsland Fal 1 3 4 4 8 11 13 2136 Tuesday December 28th 13 Canberra Cosmos Bruce Stadium 
Mina point 4 4 i g 2 iz i 122 Sunday January 2nd 14 __| Brisbane Strikers é 
ower 
Melb Knights 11 4 0 7 ti 20 12 3746 sae ean 15 _| Sydney United 
Canberra Cos 11 3 2 6 15 19 an} 3203 Friday January 14th 16 __| Perth Glory 
Sydney Utd 11 2 3 6 7 15 9 3749 
Adelaide Fores 11 1 4 6 8 16 74995 ai AE ai 17 Cariton Olympic Park 
SPIRIT APPEARANCES Wednesday January 26th 18 Carlton 
Friday January 28th 19 Parramatta Power Parramatta Stadium 
‘Aps Sub Gis VIC RIC ee ae Friday February 4th 20 _ | South Melbourne : 
UI 
P Henderson* ee 3 = = = 34 = Friday February 11th 24 Newcastle Breakers Breakers Stadium 
anes Z - = : i s 1 Friday February 18th Brisbane Strikers 
angdon = = = = 
u Bingley aa < 3 1 5 209 39 Sunday February 27th Belmore Oval 
M Rudan 9 1 = 4 = 89 8 Friday March 3rd Wollongong Wolveg 
L Casserly E : 5 é : as = Friday March 10th 25 __| Marconi 
T Perinich 3 2 - - - 76 19 Friday March 17th Auckland Kingz North Harbour Stadium 
PO ia a i ; = ae 2 Friday March 24th Gippsland Falcons 
Catanzaro = 4 = = = 4 = Sunday April 2nd 28 Marconi 6pm Marconi Stadium 
iB ltexeaste i 1 5 2 = ee i Friday April 7th 29 _| Melbourne Knights 7.30pm 
ia = = = 
J Perosh* 6 = E = = 38 = Friday April 14th 30 Adelaide Force 8pm. Hindmarsh Stadium 
M Gunico ; 8 = 1 = 3g 1 Thursday April 20th 31__| Canberra Cosmos an Fo er | 
}obez' = 2 EB = 
a eeeg y' 3 3 3 = = 483 52 Tuesday April 25th Ee aaa Brisbane Strikers Suncorp Metway Stadium 
S Cranney _ 2 2 - = 2 133 16 Friday April 28th 33 Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
| Crook 3 = = 1 = 8 2 Sunday May 7th 
(Gui 3 = = 7 = 400 20 unday May 7t 34 Perth Glory 3pm Perth Oval 
P Moss 2 2 1 - = 25 1 SPIRIT RESULTS SHOWN FIRST 
4 ates 1 i = = = 8 = Home: All home games will take place at North Sydney Oval, unless notified otherwise. 
is Grfiths 5 = = = = 5 = Away: Travel arrangements to games can be made through the Northern Spirit Supporters Club (Infoline tel:8250 4004). 
D Culina = 1 = = = 5 = “The SPIRIT of the game” 
S Lyons = E 1 = 2 = 2 = 
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spirit at home 
With Micky Brock 


Northern Spirit 1 (Moss 58) - Marconi Stallions 0 
Attendance: 9,089 


orthern Spirit sat proudly at the bottom of 

the league after ten rounds while our rivals 
from western Sydney occupied a Top Six 
placing before the action commenced and as 
always appears the case between these two, 
it was a match of high drama. 

Spirit were to finally celebrate only their 
third win of the season at games end, thanks 
to a wonder goal from Phil 
Moss, in a game they 
didn’t deserve to, in no 
small measure due to the 
woodwork, John Perosh at 
his sensational best, and a 
lot of good luck, 
something the pundits 
were quick to elaborate 
upon in this instance but 
conveniently forget when 
the shoe is on the other 
foot. 

Brad Maloney struck 
the upright in the first-half 
for the visitors as Spirit 
looked sluggish in the 
early exchanges. Not that 
the home side didn’t 
create chances 
themselves, going close 
several times. 

It was the second-half that really brought 
out the best from the players. In the 58th 
minute Matthew Bingley, a former Marconi 
player, weaved his way down the right flank 
and put in a telling cross that eluded the 
attentions of Robbie Enes scampering through 
the middle. Phil Moss, starting a game for the 
first time this season, was hovering on the 
edge of play and striding forward at pace hit 
an unstoppable shot from fully 25-metres out 


ai E 
JOHN PEROSH SAVES THE DAY 


and on the angle to score his first Spirit and 
NSL goal. 

That strike lifted the side and they surged 
forward in search of a second, to no avail, and 
it was Marconi that could have taken the 
points but for a slice or two of good fortune 
and acrobatic defending. 

Both Mike Smith and Brendan Renaud hit 
long range shots that 
cannoned off the bar and 
left-hand upright 
respectively. Smith’s effort 
came back into play which 
Maloney pounced on and 
from point blank range 
Perosh managed to deny 
the Stallions captain. And 
twice in a minute shortly 
after Perosh made crucial 
saves from Maloney and 
Francis Awaritefe, back to 
his usual handful after 
recovering from injury, to 
keep Spirit in the lead. 

JP was beaten only 
once during the game and 
it was with relief the fans 
saw Jack Sobczyk, putting 
in another strong 
performance since coming 
into the side this season, clear the ball off the 
line. 

It was also a welcome surprise to see 
Graham Arnold lace up the boots once again 
and take the field in the sweepers role he 
made his own last season, and although the 
may not have been the most convincing win 
the Spirit has ever had, the signs were there 
that the ‘mini-slump’ of the opening rounds 
may just be on the way out. 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


DERRYK KANE 


NICKNAME: 
Dekka 

HEIGHT: 

Sele 

WEIGHT: 

67kg 

DOB: 

2/7/81 

PLACE OF BIRTH: 
Derby, England 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: 
Central Coast Coasties, NSWIS 

LAST CLUB PLAYED FOR: 

Central Coast 

REP HONOURS: 

Central Coast, NSWIS, NSW U/15, U/16, 
Australia U/16 

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 

5 Weeks training with Leeds Utd in ‘97 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: 

‘Tour of France being cancelled with Aus. U/16 
FAV FOOTBALL MEMORY: 

Winning National Titles with U/15 & U/16 
FAV MOMENT OF LAST SEASON: 

The end of it...a bad season 

MOST MEMORABLE GOAL: 

Against Victoria in National Titles 
PERSONAL MOTIVATION: 

The difference between a good player and 
a great one is that a good player practices 
until they get it right, a great player 
practices until they don’t get it wrong! 
WORDS OF ADVICE: 

Home training pays off 

AMBITION IN FOOTBALL: 

To play in Europe and to represent Australia 
HOBBIES/INTERESTS: 

Swimming, Tennis, Golf 

FAV DRINK: 

Any sports drink 

FAV TV SHOW: 

Friends, English soccer 

FAV MOVIE: 

Matrix 

FAV MUSIC: 

Dance 


YOUTH UPDATE 
ROUND 1 
Syd Utd Yth FE NS Youth (fe 
ROUND 2 
Newctle Colts 2 NS Youth 3 
ROUND 3 
NS Youth 1 Newctle Yth 0 
ROUND 4 
NSWIS 1 NS Youth 1 
ROUND 5 
NS Youth 1 “Syd OlyYth 2 
ROUND 6 
Wollongong 0 NS Youth 1 
ROUND 7 
NS Youth bye 
ROUND 8 
AIS 1 NS Youth 2 
ROUND 9 
Marconi Yth 3 NS Youth 2 
ROUND 10 
Syd Oly Acad 2 NS Youth 6 
United forfeit game* 
NORTHERN DIVISION TABLE 

POWs Die Re vAnP ts: 
Parra Power LOSE ONS 5228) 
AIS Ws7 2 2 45 14 «(23 
QAS 11 ee soho lua Smee, 
Syd Olympic Gus SOI ee LN 
NS Youth {CA aan Vay 2) YE} 
Newcastle Brks 415 i 5 18 16 16 
Marconi Stal 8 5 0 38 13 (15 15 
NSWIS OF 4 Sa 9e 18 
Sydney Utd Bharani tokens, 
ATA a ic MNS ga reo 
SyiOyAcad 104064 39 12 
Wollongong 9 3 i 6 +10 16 10 
Marconi Colts Gee) 2 on 14 240 38: 
NS Colts Cae 2a eta 2018) 
Newcastle Colts Qn Ziel Oe nl ener, 
Syd Utd Colts PS Vea aS Sens a PT) 
Wollongong Colts 8 0 1 7 6 33 1 
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with Dave Mason 


Dean Cullina, who made his starting debut for 
Northern Spirit at sweeper after Slater 
withdrew and Graham Arnold went up front, 
joined Cliffy in the ,latest charge of the young 
brigade. 


Cullina handled himself well and gives Arnold 
an extra option at the back. 


Note: Dean Cullina, Shane Lyons, Adam 
Griffiths and Jack Sobczyk has played five 
NSL matches between them before the start 
of this season but have added an extra 
dimension to the Northern Spirit first grade 
side over the last month. 


The Matildas have certainly caused a stir with 
the release of their revealing calendar and they 
will be making their first appearance on the 
playing field at North Sydney Oval before our 
home game against Sydney United on January 7. 


The Matildas will take on Sweden as part of a 
four-nation tournament that also include 
Women’s World Cup winners the United 
States. 


We have been told they will not be playing in 
their new strip for the match and have 
reverted to the traditional green and gold. 


We look forward to seeing the girls show 
everyone what they can do on the pitch. 


It is well known that Northern Spirit holds the 
crowd record for the highest ever attendance 
for a regular season NSL match when we 
attracted 18,985 to our first match against 
Sydney Olympic last October. 


We believe we set another attendance record 
against Marconi when 9,089 people witnessed 
Northern Spirit's 1-0 win at North Sydney Oval. 


The crowd was not exactly what we are used 
to but the 9,089 people who were at North 
Sydney Oval must surely be the biggest crowd 
to watch the last-placed side play at home. 


A sincere thank you to the fans who have 
stuck by us through the tough times. Things 
are already getting better on the field and rest 
assured, the crowds will return as we charge 
back up the NSL ladder. 


NSL RESULTS ROUND 10 


Home 

Newc. Breakers 2 (Roberts 40, Buonavoglia 57) 
Carlton 5 (Marth 22, Moriera 54,86,90, Thompson 83) 
Wollongong Wolves 1(Souris 22) 

Northern Spirit 1 (Moss 58) 

Football Kingz 1 (Middleby 15) 

Sydney Olympic 2 (Kalantzis 55, Arambasic 80 
Sydney United 0 

Sth Melb. 4 Panopoulos 19, Anastasiadls 38, Curcia 62p, Coveny 80) 


<< |<|<|<|<|<|< 


Brisbane Strikers 1(Dwyer 50) 

Canberra Cosmos1 (De Jesus 83) 

Melbourne Knights 2 (Cervinski 64, Kiratzoglou 68) 
Marconi Stallions 0 

Gippsland Falcons 1 (MacNicol 49) 
Adelaide Force 0 

Perth Glory 1 (Despotovski 48) 

Parramatta Power 2 (Griffiths 35, Sterjovski 60) 


24 “The SPIRIT of the game” 
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Sunday, 12th December 1999. Att: 3820 


Melbourne Knights - 0 


Northern Spirit - 1 


ith news that Robbie Slater will be out for 

3-6 weeks with a foot injury, Dean Culina 
was drafted into the side for his first starting 
eleven spot for Spirit, and his fifth NSL appearance. 


Abbas Saad sent over a corner in the 8th 
minute that was awkwardly headed down in 
the wind with Jack Sobczyk following in only 
to see his header float over the bar at the 
scoreboard end of the ground, where around 
20 Spirit fans were gathered. 


Ivan Kelic had the chance to open the scoring 
for the home side but saw his shot 
comfortably collected by John Perosh in the 
Spirit goal and with a further three minutes 
gone, perhaps the north shore side should 
have done better when Graham Arnold, 
playing up front in his customary role, 
threaded the ball through for Saad. Sadly his 
first touch was poor and the chance 
evaporated. 


Enes sent in a long ball nine minutes later but 
even with two bites of the cherry, Arnold could 
only win a corner as the Knights got back to 
defend in numbers. 


After 31-minutes it was Phil Moss who sent 
over a teasing cross from the right that Saad 
was only millimetres away from reaching with 
a diving header that would surely have given 
Spirit the lead. 


The Knights did make waves on occasion but 
the half ended as it began with the score at 
nil-all. 


Spirit kick-off the second-half and look to 
gone up a gear although no-one really got the 
better of the early exchanges and with 67- 
minutes gone, Saad makes way for Tony 


(Perinich 82) 


Perinich who within seconds is involved in the 
action after being fouled out wide on the right. 
Phil Moss sends in the cross which Perinich 
fires just over. 


Adam Griffiths was unlucky not to find the net 
six minutes later as he sends his header just 
wide of the left-hand upright. 


John Perosh was not without his work and 
was required to dive bravely at the feet of an 
on-rushing knights attacker as the ball 
somehow found its was through a crowded 
penalty area and two minutes later, Shane 
Lyons replaced Phil Moss to make his Spirit 
debut and become the 27th player used by 
Graham Arnold this term. 


Tony Perinich was on hand to find the net, his 
first for the club, a further two minutes on as 
Graham Arnold headed a centre back across 
goal from a Troy Cranney centre for the former 
Wollongong striker to head home. 


Graham Arnold replaced himself with Michael 
Cunico after 86-minutes and almost 
immediately Vassallo is put through on goal 
but clever positioning by john Perosh assures 
the ball ricochets off his body and away from 
danger. 


Shane Lyons had a goal disallowed for a 
shove on a defender and Tony Perinich had 
the opportunity to wrap up the win with his 
second goal in injury time but his shot went 
narrowly over the crossbar. 


It often wasn’t a pretty game to watch but it 
meant that Spirit not only brought home the 
three much needed points, they kept a second 
successive clean sheet after winning two on 
the trot for the first time this season. 
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CAMERON JONES 


NICKNAME: 
Jonesy 

HEIGHT: 

174cm 

WEIGHT: 

64kg 

DOB: 

23/1/82 

PLACE OF BIRTH: 
Sydney 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: 
Sydney Olympic, Manly 
LAST CLUB PLAYED FOR: 

Sydney Olympic 

REP HONOURS: 

NSW State squad 1998 

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 
Parents 

BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: 

None yet...? 

FAV FOOTBALL MEMORY: 

Every goal I’m lucky enough to score 
FAV MOMENT OF LAST SEASON: 
Becoming Captain of the Spirit Colts 
MOST MEMORABLE GOAL: 

NSO against Spirit Youth 

PERSONAL MOTIVATION: 

The drive to become a professional player 
and going overseas. 

WORDS OF ADVICE: 

Don’t give up on your dreams 
AMBITION IN FOOTBALL: 

To make a living out of football. 
HOBBIES/INTERESTS: 

Listening to music and just chilling, going 
to the beach 

FAV FOOD: 

Chinese 

FAV DRINK: 

Lemon, Line and Bitters 

FAV TV SHOW: 

Simpsons 

FAV MOVIE: 

The next one | go to see 

FAV MUSIC: 

Techno, Dance and Rap 


COLTS UPDATE 


ROUND 1 
Marconi Colts 4 


NS Colts 


ROUND 2 
Syd Utd Colts 0 


NS Colts 


ROUND 3 
NS Colts 4 


Newctle Colts 


ROUND 4 
Newctle Yth 1 


NS Colts 


ROUND 5 
NS Colts 2 


NSWIS 


ROUND 6 
Syd Olympic 1 


NS Colts 


ROUND 7 
NS Colts P 


W'gong Wivs 


ROUND 8 
AIS 8 


NS Colts 


ROUND 9 
NS Colts 


Marc Stal 


* Played later in week 


COLTS APPEARANCES 


Aps Sub 
C Sharpe* & 


Gls 


RIC 


D Anderson 


C Jones 


P Wearne 


G McLean 


A Monteleone 


A Snyder 


LBerbis 


C Talevski 


A Faria 


J Majurovski 


R Enes 


M Cunico 


4 
4 
5 
3 
2 
4 
N Vasili 5 
3 
5 
4 
3 
3 
i 
1 
1 


T Perenich 


N Foti = 4 


M Sutton 2 1 


P-Dougheney 1 2 


Church 1 il 


A Saginian 2 1 
A Griffiths 1 = 


D Watkins 1 1 


S Teofilo a 1 


S Lyons 1 


J Schrippa - 1 


* Goalkeepers 


“The SPIRIT of the game” 


lhrough a quirk of fixtures fate, due 

to the fall from grace of the 
Adelaide Sharks and their subsequent 
departure from the league, we tonight 
tackle the Stallions for the first of two 
regular season games on our home 
patch, having already played them at their 
ground earlier this year. 


In what has become probably the fastest grown 
of all Sydney rivalries, we again tonight face the 
Marconi Stallions, from the western suburbs, 
here at ‘Spirit Park’. And in only our second year 
of NSL football, there have been some titanic 
struggles witnessed between the two clubs that 
has seen some of the football played, not always 
for the purist, that has done nothing to diminish 
what should be a keenly fought contest between 
these two teams whenever they meet. It may not 
have diminished from the spectacle, but it 
certainiy has produced some excellent displays 
of hard attacking football and plenty of no- 
nonsense defending. Indeed, the supporters of 
Northern Spirit have certainly targeted a couple 
of the Stallions players for ‘special’ treatment 
with several humourous ditties because of the 
above. 


Francis Awaritefe and Darren McDonald seem to 
take most of the flak, but both shoulder the 
responsibility and accept it as part and parcel of 
the game. ‘Frannie’ openly acknowledges that 
he loves to hear the crowd bating him, it gives 
him the extra incentive to do better and what 
better way to silence a crowd than to put one in 
the back of the net. ‘Macca’ is similar in 
approach and, although not a prolific scorer of 
goals, often manages the last ditch tackle and is 
known in time honoured fashion for being ‘hard 


our visitors tonight 


ADELAIDE FORCE 


eS iy 


but fair’ in his approach to the game. 


Marconi are one of the traditional 
bastions of the Australian soccer 
league and can boast many honours 
over the years, but for all their 

achievement in the code, they cannot 
attract a supporter base of over 4,000 per game 
on average and to make matters worse, their 
biggest crowd of last season was when Northern 
Spirit visited for the last match of the campaign - 
10,117 - at least 65% of which were visiting 
fans. In the 2nd-leg of the two match play-off in 
the Finals, Spirit supporters again arrived ‘en 
masse’ when the recorded attendance was some 
11,319. Once more, most of those attending 
were Spirit fans. 


In a reversal of fortunes, Spirit have struggled to 
recapture the form that catapulted them into Top 
Six contention last season while the Stallions 
have shrugged off a shaky start to the campaign 
and are handily placed near the top. However, 
they are still to find the net at ‘Spirit Park’ and in 
the two matches they have played here, have 
lost four-nil in the league and drawn nil-all in the 
first-leg of the Final’s. 


New coach Eddie Krncevic will want that statistic 
dismissed in this game but it should prove 
harder to erase than many imagine. With both 
sides primed for action in this one, the visitors 
will be out for the early goal, but with the 
rampaging wingers taking it to Marconi on the 
flanks, a midfield full of artistry and a resolute 
defence, backed by either John Perosh or Paul 
Henderson, if he can dislodge ‘JP’ from the 
starting line-up, Spirit are looking fit, mean and 
ready to tame the Stallions tonight. 
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